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EMERGENT LAUNCH AND CONSIDERATION ON THE NSFC MAJOR PROGRAM:
ESSENTIAL BASIC SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH OF AVIAN INFLUENZA

Chen Yue Chen Ling Zhang Zuowen Xu Shufang

( Department of Life Sciences, NSFC, Beijing 100085)

Du Shengming

Abstract In response to the serious situation of frequent outbreaks of avian influenza in birds and human in Chi-
na, NSFC organized experts from relevant research fields to design the subjects of researches in avian influenza.
Through the initial assessment, discussion and defense, NSFC initiated this urgent program named “Essential
basic scientific research of avian influenza” to improve the basic researches in avian influenza. Furthermore,
these studies will provide information concerning the occurrence and the pandemics of human and animal influen-
za, and establish a solid basic and theoretical foundation in the development of medicine and vaccine against avian
influenza and supply the technological assistance 1o establish the scientific measures for the prevention and control
of avian influenza. In this paper, we described the reason and consideration to launch the program “ Essential ba-
sic scientific research of avian influenza”, which is vital to the social stability and economic development in our
country. We also emphasized the significance of the cross discipline studies and cooperations.

Key words avian influenza, molecular epidemiology, infection and immunity, pathogenic mechanisms, protein

structure and function



